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Purpose
The purpose of Champions Virtual Academy (CVA) is to provide motivated, independent
learners with the resources to meet their educational needs in an online environment.

Operational Policies and Procedures

Application Process
Families who want their student(s) to attend CVA must complete the application (Click
here to access the application). One application must be completed for each student
applying. Applications are only accepted during open enrollment time frames during the
spring and fall semesters.

No seniors will be accepted for initial participation in the second semester of their senior
year. Rising seniors must have a College and Career Ready Indicator (CCRI) or
articulate a plan for receiving one prior to graduation. CCRIs include earning an industry
credential, a qualifying score on an AP exam, a benchmark score on any section of the
ACT, passing the WorkKeys exam, an approved transcripted college or postsecondary
credit while in high school, and enlistment in the military. (See the College and Career
Ready Indicator section for more information.) Transfer students to Alabaster City
Schools (ACS) will be required to complete one semester of traditional school and meet
all eligibility requirements prior to applying for CVA.

An exception to open enrollment may be granted to a student who has a chronic illness
that prevents him/her from attending traditional school. Students with a chronic illness
seeking admittance must apply online and provide the following to the assigned school
principal: health plan from current school, doctor’s letter of the request to attend virtual
school due to chronic illness, and parent letter explaining the request.

Champions Virtual Academy Committee will review all applications and contact the
family concerning their student’s enrollment status in CVA. The committee consists of
district and school level personnel.

CVA is a semester long commitment. Students may not transfer back to their assigned
school until the end of the semester. Exceptions may apply for those students who no
longer meet eligibility requirements. Upon the student’s return to the assigned school,
no guarantees are made that the student will be enrolled in the same courses and the
student may be required to complete some coursework in a computer lab.
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Eligibility Criteria for Initial and Continued Participation
For acceptance into CVA, the student must meet the following eligibility requirements:

General Eligibility Requirements:
● Reside in the city limits of Alabaster, Alabama.
● Be highly responsible in time management, organization, self-direction, and

self-regulation.
● Maintain consistent, daily access to the Internet (minimum 1.5 Mbps)
● Have access to a compatible computer/device, either a personally owned

computer or Warrior Device Initiative Chromebook.
● Be a rising 6th through 12th grade student.
● Have consistent transportation to and from the student’s assigned school for

mandatory state testing and other required attendance events.
● Have no expulsions or suspensions and no Class II or higher disciplinary

infractions as defined by the ACS Code of Conduct and Attendance Elementary,
Middle, & High Schools from the previous academic year (or semester if applying
at mid-year).

● Have no more than 3 full day unexcused absences from the previous academic
year (or semester if applying at mid-year). CVA students in the 2020-2021 school
year must not have had any meetings/warnings regarding attendance concerns.

Academic Eligibility Requirements
● For the previous academic year (or semester if applying at mid-year):

○ Have an average of 75 or greater in every class (Rising 6-9).
○ Have a GPA of 2.5 or greater (Rising 10-12).
○ Have no credit deficiencies in required courses (Rising 10-12).
○ Be on track to graduate with their cohort (Rising 9-12).
○ Earn a College and Career Ready Indicator prior to graduation (Rising

10-12).

Continued Participation Requirements
Eligibility for CVA enrollment is evaluated throughout the semester. To remain eligible
for continuing enrollment, the student must

● Apply for the second semester of CVA.
● Remain in the city limits of Alabaster, Alabama. If the student resides out of the

zoned area for Alabaster City Schools for more than two weeks, he/she must
withdraw from Alabaster City Schools.

● Remain on track to graduate with the Alabama High School Diploma.
● Maintain appropriate progression as measured by the completion of weekly

assignments, quizzes, and tests.
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● Receive passing scores for all courses. Students who fail one or more classes
(core or elective) per semester will be removed from CVA and sent back to their
assigned school. Failure is 59.4% or lower.

● Complete all online courses. Students must actually complete the Edgenuity
course. Reaching the minimum “actual grade” in Edgenuity is not considered a
passing grade or passing the course.

● Maintain all eligibility criteria.
● Remain in good standing as a CVA student by adhering to CVA policies and

procedures, Edgenuity course guidelines, Alabaster City Schools Code of
Conduct and Attendance, and Alabaster City Schools Middle and High School
Curriculum Guides.

● Please note, if a student does not remain in good standing (grades,
behavior, and/or attendance), school administration reserves the right to
require students to return to their assigned school either prior to the end of
the semester or at the close of the semester.

Attendance
CVA students must login to online courses daily (Monday - Friday) with a minimum of 4
hours active use per day. Edgenuity monitors the amount of time a student spends
actively working on assignments. Students who have not logged onto their classes and
actively worked on assignments after 48 hours and/or who are failing a class (59.4% or
below) will be contacted by a CVA teacher and/or administrator. A meeting will be held
with the parent/guardian, student, teacher, and administrator to assess the situation.
The administrator will make the decision to allow the student to remain in CVA with
academic support or move him/her to traditional learning at the assigned school.

Some CVA students may work in an online platform in addition to Edgenuity (e.g.
Schoology, ACCESS, dual enrollment). To prevent an inactivity warning, students
should provide proof to their CVA teacher that they met the daily minimum required
active hours in another platform.

CVA students will be required to attend regular Google Meets with their teachers and
counselors. The dates and times will be set by CVA teachers, counselors, and
administrators. Missing a scheduled Google Meet, without written prior approval from
the teacher or an excused absence, will be considered a daily absence.

CVA students are required to abide by the attendance policy in the Alabaster City
Schools Code of Conduct and Attendance. In the event of an absence, students are to
provide a written excuse to the CVA administrator within three (3) days of a recorded
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absence. In the case of truancy (3 total days of unexcused absences), the student will
be removed from CVA and returned to traditional learning.

Behavior Expectations
CVA students are expected to abide by the behavior expectations set forth by the
Alabaster City Schools Code of Conduct and Attendance for Middle and High Schools.
Consequences for disciplinary infractions will follow the Code of Conduct. Students with
disciplinary infractions that are Class II or higher and/or result in suspension or
expulsion will be removed from CVA and returned to their assigned school.

Curriculum & Instruction
CVA coursework is primarily through Edgenuity. Some courses may be locally
developed and accessed through ACS’ learning management platform. Dual enrollment
and ACCESS may also be utilized for specific courses.

Limited Coursework Options
Course options are limited as compared to those offered in the traditional school, but
will provide pathways to the Alabama High School Diploma and ACS advanced
endorsements.

Teachers & Support
ACS certified teachers will use Edgenuity (unless otherwise specified) as the content
provider. Students will be required to meet with their teachers via Google Meet during
regular school hours. Teachers will set the Google Meet dates/times and communicate
them to students. Teachers will monitor student progress and attendance, clarify
instructional content, grade written work, and conference with students. Edgenuity tutors
will also be available seven days a week to support students in core classes via the
online Concept Coaching tool.

Grades & Testing
CVA students will be graded on the same scale as traditional students and as stipulated
in the ACS Middle and High School Curriculum Guides. All students will report to their
home school for mandatory state testing and other required attendance events. CVA
students will follow the ACS academic calendar for report cards, holidays, state testing,
and other important dates.

Pacing & Deadlines
To maintain adequate progress, students are expected to work five to seven productive
hours a day on the learning platform(s). A minimum four active hours per day is required
for daily attendance, but more hours are required to maintain pacing. Students should
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remember that CVA teachers and staff are only available during normal school hours,
unless a time for support outside of school hours has been previously arranged.

If a CVA student’s course(s) is on a platform other than Edgenuity, different pacing and
deadlines may apply and the student is expected to comply with the teacher/platform’s
rules. All CVA students will follow the ACS academic calendar.  Students and parents
should note that Edgenuity does not recognize all ACS holidays and will mark students
as not progressing on holidays in which they do not work. If the student is already
behind in a class(es), it is recommended they use their time wisely to maintain pacing.

College and Career Readiness Indicator
It is an expectation that all ACS high school students, including CVA students, will earn
at least one College and Career Ready Indicator (CCRI) and have a plan for gainful
employment and/or education after graduation. The CCRI indicators include the
following:

● Earning an industry credential (Microsoft Office, BLS, Python, Adobe, PCT,
Praxis, SolidWorks, JROTC certificate)

● A qualifying score on an AP exam (score of 3 or higher)
● A benchmark score on any section of the ACT (English 18; Math 22; Science 23;

Reading 22)
● A score of 4 or higher on all subtests of the WorkKeys exam
● An approved transcripted college or postsecondary credit while in high school
● Enlistment in the military with an official letter from the recruiter stating the

student has enlisted

If a student has not earned a CCRI, the student and parent/guardian will be notified by a
high school administrator or counselor. CVA students who are enrolled in a career and
technical course may be required to sit for the industry credential exam at Thompson
High School (THS). CVA students will be required to take the ACT and AP exams at
THS.

Dual Enrollment (Virtual)
Any student interested in taking a virtual dual enrollment course should contact the
Thompson High School college counselor. Virtual dual enrollment options are available
through Jefferson State and the University of Alabama’s Early College.

NCAA Eligibility
Students seeking NCAA eligibility should conference with the Thompson High School
college counselor.
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Individualized Learning Plans & Support Services
Students on individualized learning plans or receiving other support services will receive
support and accommodations as stipulated in the student’s plan.

Extracurricular Activities & Athletics
Eligible CVA students have the option to participate in extracurricular activities and
athletics. Contact the assigned grade level counselor with specific questions.

Academic Integrity
Alabaster City Virtual School students must maintain academic integrity including,
but not limited to, the following:

● All work must reflect the student’s efforts and not be completed by another
individual.

● Any collaboration among students must be pre-approved by the teacher.
● Plagiarism will not be allowed in any form. This will include copying or using the

ideas or words of others and presenting them as one’s own.
● Students will not allow others to copy their work.
● Content from the internet or other sources will not be misused or misrepresented.
● If a student fails to abide by these rules, he/she will be subject to consequences

as outlined by the Code of Conduct and potential removal from CVA.

Counseling & Guidance
The expectation for all ACS students is to have a clear plan for post-graduation
success. CVA students are expected to interact with their grade level counselors,
college counselor, and career coach to ensure their academic and social-emotional
needs are met. Students are expected to attend scheduled face-to-face meetings and/or
Google Meets with their counselor for academic advisement, college/career planning,
and social-emotional well-being discussions. CVA students will have access to the
Rhithm app for social-emotional support and to request a counselor to contact them.
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Champions Virtual Academy: 2021-2022 Virtual Pathways

**Courses are subject to change**

Grade Level ELA Math Science Social Studies

6 English 6 (with embedded
reading)

Math 6 Science 6 History 6

7 English 7 Math 7

Accelerated Math 7

Science 7 Civics and Geography
(semester long
courses)

8 English 8 Math 8

Accelerated Math 8

Science 8 History 8

9 English 9

English 9 Honors

Geometry with Data
Analysis, General or
Honors

Geometry with Data
Analysis and Algebra I
with Probability (to
advance to higher level
math courses)

Biology

Biology Honors

World History

AP World History

10 English 10

English 10 Honors

Algebra I with
Probability, General or
Honors (for students who
did not take Algebra I in
8th grade)

Algebra II with Statistics,
General or Honors (for
students who took
Algebra I in 8th grade)

Physical Science

Chemistry

Chemistry Honors

U.S. History I
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11 English 11

English 11 Honors

AP Language &
Composition

Dual Enrollment English

Algebra II with Statistics,
General or Honors

Precalculus

Precalculus Honors

Dual Enrollment
Precalculus

Chemistry

Chemistry Honors

Earth & Space

Environmental Science

Physics

Physics Honors

AP Environmental
Science

Dual Enrollment Biology

U.S. History II

AP U.S. History

Dual Enrollment U.S.
History

12 English 12

English 12 Honors

AP Literature &
Composition

Dual Enrollment English

Precalculus

Precalculus Honors

Dual Enrollment
Precalculus

AP Calculus

Dual Enrollment
Calculus

Algebra with Finance

Chemistry

Chemistry Honors

Earth & Space

Environmental Science

Physics

Physics Honors

AP Environmental
Science

Dual Enrollment Biology

U.S. Government

AP U.S. Government

Economics

*All semester long
courses

Middle School Elective Courses
● PE 6, 7, 8 (required)
● Gifted Elective 6, 7, 8

○ This course is only for students served by the Gifted program. It will serve
as the avenue for students to receive gifted services.

● 6th, 7th, & 8th Grade Semester or Year-Long Courses will include a variety of
electives that correlate to courses currently offered at TMS. Counselors will do
their best to match student course requests with online electives. Please note,
not all electives will be offered online.

● Choir, band, and theatre will not be offered online.
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High School Electives
Elective courses are subject to change according to their availability. Counselors will
ensure students take the required number of electives to meet graduation requirements.

Required Electives (must have all of the following):
● Beginning Kinesiology
● Health (semester)
● Career Preparedness A&B

Required Electives (must have 3 credits from the list below):
● Introduction to Art
● Art History I
● Spanish I
● Spanish II
● Spanish III
● Introduction to Computer Science
● Business Technology Applications
● Advanced Business Technology Applications
● Management Principles

Elective Options (must have 2.5 additional credits from this list or from the required
electives above):

● Psychology
● Dual Enrollment Psychology
● Introduction to Communication and Speech
● Dual Enrollment Speech
● Sociology (semester)
● 5th math or science course as an elective
● Academy of Craft (application and interview required each Spring; see Career

Coach for details)
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Parent Expectations
● Act as the student’s home based educational coach.
● Ensure the student has appropriate technology and internet service to

successfully participate in CVA.
● Become familiar with the learning management platform(s) to support the student

academically and monitor progress.
● Check the student’s progress at least once a week.
● Communicate with the teacher if the student is experiencing any issues.
● Attend the CVA parent orientation meeting and all other meetings as required by

the district or school.
● Provide transportation for the student to and from state mandated testing and

other required attendance events.
● Ensure the student has a quiet area free from distractions in which to complete

assignments.
● Establish a daily routine and schedule. Online work allows for some flexibility, but

students will complete work more efficiently and successfully if they have a
schedule.

Student Expectations
● Develop the mindset that learning is still occurring five days a week. Teachers,

counselors, and administrators are available to assist you during regular school
hours. If you need assistance outside of regular school hours, pre-arrange a
meeting with your teacher or counselor.

● Log onto classes daily and actively work on assignments for five to seven hours
each day. Adequate progress will only be made with a time commitment that is
similar to traditional school.

● Complete assignments daily in order to stay on pace.
● Maintain a daily routine and schedule. Online work allows for some flexibility, but

the challenges of virtual learning means multiple hours of work are necessary
each day in order to not fall behind.

● Attend all Google Meets as assigned by the teachers or counselor. Missing a
scheduled Google Meet counts as a daily absence unless you have prior written
approval from your teacher or receive an excused absence.

● Find a quiet area for work that is away from distractions.
● Advocate for yourself by asking for help when you encounter difficulties with

technology, academics, or other issues.
● Have school supplies available to keep notes for each of your classes. You

should have paper, pens, pencils, highlighters, a calculator, and other supplies
you would regularly use in traditional school.
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● Read and respond to emails, texts, and other communication from teachers and
administrators.

● Remember if you are taking a class in another platform other than Edgenuity,
your teacher may have different pacing and deadlines. You must follow the rules
set by your teacher(s) including test dates, certain times to submit assignments,
and other requirements.

FAQs

How do I enroll my student in CVA?
Families wanting their student(s) to attend CVA must complete the application (Click
here to complete the application). Applications are only accepted during open
enrollment time frames during the spring and fall semesters. See additional information
in the Application Process section of the manual.

Can transfer students apply to CVA?
Transfer students to Alabaster City Schools (ACS) will be required to complete one
semester of traditional school and meet all eligibility requirements prior to applying for
CVA.

If virtual school enrollment has closed, what can I do?
Your student may attend traditional school until the next open enrollment. Certain
exceptions may be allowed for students with severe chronic illnesses.

How can I transfer my student back to traditional school?
Transfer to traditional school will only occur at the end of first semester and the end of
second semester. You will not apply for another semester in CVA. Notify your student’s
assigned school principal of your intentions. The school will direct you toward next steps
in the process.

Do CVA students attend classes?
No, CVA students do not attend face to face classes, but they are required to attend
state mandated testing and other attendance required events. Students are required to
log in and work a minimum of four hours each regular school day (Monday through
Friday) of the ACS academic calendar. Please note, a minimum four active hours per
day is required for daily attendance, but five to seven active hours each day are
required to maintain pacing.

12

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdU2El-w4oxj7C7a1soLbYOXpTkD-yHaD0eWec36iWTSpvqwQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdU2El-w4oxj7C7a1soLbYOXpTkD-yHaD0eWec36iWTSpvqwQ/viewform?usp=sf_link


Do CVA students have to come into the traditional school?
Yes, students are required to attend state mandated testing and other attendance
required events.

Where is CVA located?
At present, CVA locations are ACS central office, Thompson Middle School, and
Thompson High School.

Who can attend CVA?
Students must meet all of the eligibility requirements listed in the CVA manual.

Do I need to withdraw my student from their assigned school in order to enroll in
CVA?
No, CVA is an extension of Thompson Middle School and Thompson High School.

How much does virtual school cost?
There is no cost to attend CVA. Students may have some associated costs for classes
such as required reading materials.

What curriculum does CVA use?
CVA coursework is primarily through Edgenuity. Some courses may be locally
developed and accessed through the ACS learning management platform. Virtual dual
enrollment and ACCESS may also be utilized for specific courses.

How do I make sure my student has the correct classes on his/her schedule?
A middle or high school counselor will schedule your student in the correct classes.
Class choices are limited in virtual school, but counselors will do their best to align the
classes with your student’s choice.

What does on track to graduate mean?
See the Alabaster City Schools High School Curriculum Guide for complete graduation
requirements. If you have questions about your student’s track toward graduation,
contact his/her assigned grade level counselor.

What type of diploma does CVA offer?
Course options are limited as compared to those offered in the traditional school, but
will provide pathways to the Alabama High School Diploma and ACS advanced
endorsements.
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Is transportation provided when students are required to be on campus?
No, parents/guardians are responsible for providing transportation to and from
attendance required events.

Does CVA follow the Alabaster City Schools academic calendar?
Yes, CVA operates in accordance with Alabaster City Schools’ academic calendar.
Students and parents should note that Edgenuity does not recognize ACS holidays and
will mark students as not progressing on holidays in which they do not work.

Are CVA students permitted to graduate early?
Students’ pacing will reflect that of a traditional classroom. See the student’s assigned
grade level counselor if there are questions concerning graduation.

May CVA students participate in extracurricular and/or athletic activities?
Eligible CVA students have the option to participate in extracurricular and athletic
activities. Student athletes must meet all academic and attendance requirements.

Does CVA offer a summer program?
No. Students may participate in summer school or summer enrichment programs, but
they must do so at the traditional school.

My child has an IEP, I-ELP, 504, or WST plan. Will he/she be able to receive
services that were recommended in their individualized plan?
Yes, the team members for your child’s individualized plan will meet to determine what
services and accommodations are needed to provide successful participation in the
CVA platform.

My child receives speech, OT, PT, or other related services. Will he/she still be
able to access these services as a virtual student?
Yes, these services will be provided according to the student’s individualized plan using
a virtual method or drop-in services to their designated school.

My child is in middle school and receives gifted services. Will he/she still be able
to access these services as a virtual student?
Yes, these services will be provided in the Gifted Elective class.

14



Contacts
If you have questions concerning CVA and your student, please contact one of the
following individuals:

● Vicki Wilkins, 6th grade counselor, vicki.wilkins@acsboe.org
● Erica Wilson, 7th grade counselor, erica.wilson@acsboe.org
● Janice Quarles, 8th grade counselor, janice.quarles@acsboe.org
● Brookie Harbison, 9th grade counselor, brookie.harbison@acsboe.org
● Dr. Ratonya Mosley, 10th grade counselor, ratonya.mosley@acsboe.org
● Traci McGee, 11th grade counselor, traci.mcgee@acsboe.org
● Heather Myles, 12th grade counselor, heather.myles@acsboe.org
● Pam Vickers, college counselor, pam.vickers@acsboe.org
● Jah’zmin Young, career coach, jahzmin.young@acsboe.org
● Dr. Amanda Wilbanks, Coordinator of Secondary Education,

amanda.wilbanks@acsboe.org
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